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TIDDINGTON WITH ALBURY & MILTON COMMON  

NEWSLETTER 
 

www.tiddingtonoxon.co.uk               DECEMBER 2009/JANUARY 2010 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

# From the Editor  

Zena Knight  

 

POPPIES 
In 1954 Joan Manning and I (Pam Byrne) 

volunteered to help Mrs Ilbery and Mrs 

Brownsill with the village poppy collection and 

when they gave up, we took over. As the village 

increased in si ze we found another willing 

helper, Freda Brown, who has now completed 15 

years. Little did we imagine when we 

volunteered we would still be doing this 50 

years later and have just managed another 

house-to -house village collection. Sorry if you 

were out wh en we called. Our local organiser 

has collected and counted the monies and the 

amount for Tiddington with Albury was 

£396.27 , just a little higher than last year.  

Thanks to everyone for their support and 

hopefully see you next year. Who knows?  

Pam, Joan and Freda  

 

Christmas Bingo  

Tuesday, 15 December, 8.00pm  

Tiddington Village Hall  

 

Carol Evening  
 

Monday, 14 December, 7.30pm  

Tiddington Village Hall  
Community singing with coffee and mince 

pies in the interval  

In aid of Cancer Research UK  

 

Tickets:  £2.50 for adults  

            £1. 50 for children  
Available from: Anne Edwards 339794  

 

 

 

St Helenõs Church, Albury 

Christmas Bazaar  
The Parochial Church Council would like to 

thank everyone who supported the Bazaar 

in the many different ways.  

The proceeds amounted to  £700.59  

 

 
INSIDE  

Advertising    22-30 

Church Services     11 

Council News     3 

Cricket Club     13 

Diary Dates    back page 

Information     20-21 

Maple Tree Childrenõs Centre  10-11 

Neighbourhood Watch      7 

Newsletter deadline     21 

Village Hall      13 

W.I.       12 

 

 

Happy Christmas 

and a 

Peaceful and 

Prosperous 

New Year 

http://www.tiddingtonoxon.co.uk/
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From the Parish Clerk  
 

Drainage works in Tiddington  -  during the 

last few weeks contractors for Oxfordshire 

Highways have been clearing the ditches and 

waterways from the A418 down to Ickford 

Bridges.  

Earlier camera work undertaken to determine 

the  state of the drainage pipes in the village 

has resulted in a report which the Senior 

Engineer for Oxfordshire Highways is now 

studying in order to assess what works can be 

done to improve the condition of the existing 

system. The scale of any further work s to be 

undertaken will be governed by the size of the 

budget made available for the next year and 

the threat of property flooding. At the very 

least they intend to make good the worst 

sections of pipe. In other words there will be 

no further attention giv en to this matter until 

after March of next year!  

We now wait, with some trepidation, for the 

next sustained heavy rainfall in the village.  

With regard to the water constantly running 

down Sandy Lane, there is certainly nothing in 

this yearõs budget to pay for any remedial 

action. Your Parish Council has been actively 

lobbying for attention to this extremely 

dangerous area for the last few years , with 

site visits and correspondence being followed  

 
Tiddington with Albury Parish Council Members  

Chair  John No well-Smith  339650  

             Econ.development, businesses 

Vice Chair  Elaine Horne   279520  

                         Planning, highways and Milton Common 

Councillor Cheryl Draper   339347  

                         Environment, conservation, recycling  

                         waste 

Councillor Ken Field  339671  

                         Housing, planning, building & controls  

Councillor Zena Knight   339340  

                         Planning; recreation, arts, grants  

Councillor Brian Price   339977  

                         Health & safety  

Clerk  Ken Poyser  339216  

                         Rosewood, Ickford Road, Tiddington  

 

by half -hearted and evidently half meant 

assurances of action. Your clerk has 

corresponded with Oxfordshire Highways to 

the effect that money see ms to have priority 

over safety!  

 

Traffic vibrations on A418  -  no sign yet of 

the 30mph roundels we have been promised. 

Vibrations continue to be a great worry to 

residents. Highways attitude seems to be that 

work has been done and thatõs it. We continue 

t o pursue this matter in order to achieve a 

satisfactory outcome.  

 

Footpath /Pelican Crossing  - t he footpath to 

the bus shelter from the Station Yard 

development is to be re -instated and we 

continue to explore all avenues to have a 

pelican crossing installed  for the safe crossing 

of the A418, particularly for children, the 

older residents and people with disabilities.  

 

Ken Poyser 

Parish Clerk  

 

 

Freedom of Information Act  

Publication Scheme  
Residents of the Parish can see the records of 

the Council held by the  Parish Clerk or learn 

where they may be accessed. Records include 

minutes, financial information and responses to 

planning consultations.  

Application can be made to the Clerk  

(Tel: 339216) and documents viewed by 

appointment.  

Any copies required will be c harged at 10p per 

page. 

 

 

John Howell, MP  

Surgery, 5 December  

Thame Town Hall  
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From your Chairman  
 

A very Happy Christmas and prosperous New 

Year to everybody.  

2009 has obviously been a difficult year with 

the recession and credit crunch.   While the 

village has been comparatively unaffected, we 

have suffered from the financial problems of 

others, particularly the County Council. This 

has meant that much needed work on roads, 

ditches and drainage has had to be deferred or 

left undone , although, it must be s aid, some 

much needed cleaning of drains and ditches has 

taken place.  

We are still working on schemes for a pelican 

crossing and other traffic calming measures. 

Unfortunately all the indications are money will 

be just as tight in 2 010. 

The new refuse colle ction system seems to 

have settled down to general, if not universal, 

satisfaction. Most gremlins have been ironed 

out ð do you iron out a gremlin? - and there 

have been few complaints.  

The year has been quiet on the planning front, 

although the developmen t at the Lantern 

Garage is giving cause for concern.  

As far as housing goes all but one of the low 

cost dwellings in Station Yard have been let or 

sold, four to Tiddington residents.  

I am often struck by how friendly and 

neighbourly the village is which is , perhaps, why 

so few people turn up to Parish Council 

meetings. We would really like to see more of 

you! 

On the Council we are very sad to have lost 

Janet Willis who has done such sterling work 

over the years. I am sure Cherry Draper will 

make a similarly  effective contribution. We are 

also very grateful to Ken Poyser who has 

settled so well into his position as Clerk, 

particularly as this is not something he has 

done before.  

Enjoy your Christmas.  

John Nowell -Smith  

339650  

From your District Councillor  
 

The ruling group on the District Council is in 

the process of drafting its budget proposals. 

It is widely rumoured that any increase in 

Council Tax will be marginal.   The same goes 

for the opposition. All councillors are mindful 

of the financial stresses the ir constituents are 

facing.  

The Council is developing its core strategy on 

various topics including, most importantly, 

planning and the environment. It is very happy 

with the way the waste collection service has 

settled down and the effectiveness of its 

housing policies. 

Discussions are continuing with the Vale of the 

White Horse about joint working in various 

departments. Although the consequences may 

not be immediately apparent you will notice 

effect over time.  

 

John Nowell -Smith  

339650  
 

 

 

Christmas and N ew Year  

Refuse Collections  
 

Please note the changes will be as follows:  

 

Normal day    Revised day  

Monday 21 December Saturday 19 Dec  

Monday 28 December  Tuesday 29 Dec  

Monday 4 January   Tuesday 5 January  

 

Please see the diary dates on the back page for 

which types of collections will be made.  

To report a missed collection call the SODC 

hotline on 03000 610 610  

For assisted collections or to order a garden 

waste bin call 01491 823416  
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From your County Councillor  
 

Museum shows County craft makers' work  

Visito rs to the Oxfordshire Museum in 

Woodstock have the chance to purchase hand -

made items made by some of the County's 

finest contemporary craft designers and 

makers during a selling exhibition there this 

festive season.  

 

 
 

The annual Oxfordshire Craft Guild  Christmas 

display brings together a selection of artistic 

skills , including furniture, jewellery, textiles, 

glass, pottery and woodturning. The show is in 

the County Council Museum's Brew House and 

Garden Galleries. The annual exhibition, which 

has run for more than 25 years, is on until 

Sunday, 3 January.  

County Council helps young people to  stay  

safe  in cyberspace  
A song written, performed and recorded by 

young people with the help of Oxfordshire 

County Council aims to highlight the problem of 

bullying during a national week dedicated to 

tackling the issue. For further details s ee the 

News section on the County Council website   

www.oxfordshire.gov.uk  

Review of highway speed limits  
Following my article in the last two Tiddington 

Newsletters about the proposed speed limit 

changes in th e Tiddington and Milton Common 

area on the A418, A329 and London Road in 

Milton Common, your comments have been fed 

into the process and the pre -consultation is 

now out to final consultation. The County 

Council are now still consulting further on 

speed changes in the areas which I previously 

advised you of. These are (a) increasing the 

speed limit over the M40 on the A329 from 30 

to 40 mph, which I feel is a very dangerous step 

to take given the visibility problems when 

turning off London Road and the M40 on  to the 

A329, (b) limiting speeds to 50 mph on the 

A418 from Thame to Wheatley (whilst keeping 

the limit at 30 mph through Tiddington) which 

seems sensible to me and (c) increasing the 

limit on London Road in Milton Common from 30 

to 40 mph about which I have  received mixed 

comments from residents with the majority 

against. Your final comments, which should be 

sent as soon as possible following receipt of 

this Newsletter, should be addressed to Mr 

Steve Howell at OCC, Speedwell House, 

Speedwell Street, Oxford,  OX1 1NE or email   

Steve.Howell@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

As this is the last issue of the Tiddington 

Newsletter before Christmas I wish you all a 

happy festive season and a peaceful and 

successful new year.  

 

Please feel free to contact me about County 

Council issues that concern you.  

 

My contact details are as follows:  

Address:  David Turner, 50 Hardings, 

Chalgrove, Oxford, OX44 7TJ.  

Home Telephone: 01865 891169  

Email:  david.turner@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

 

David Turner ( 22 November 200 9) 

 

 

 
Monthly Farmers ô Market s 

 
Great Haseley Village Hall ï 2nd  Sunday  

 
Tetsworth Village Hall  ï 3 rd  Saturday  

 
Thame ï 2nd  Tuesday  

 

 

 

 

http://www.oxfordshirecraftguild.co.uk/
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/wps/portal/publicsite/kcxml/04_Sj9SPykssy0xPLMnMz0vM0Y_QjzKL94039HcGSZnFO8WHOepHogtZIoSC9L31fT3yc1P1A_QLckMjyh0dFQGEMERR/delta/base64xml/L0lDU0lKQ1RPN29na21BISEvb0VvUUFBSVFnakZJQUFRaENFSVFqR0VBLzRKRmlDbzBlaDFpY29uUVZHaGQtc0lRIS83X0xfOUNSLzE0?WCM_PORTLET=PC_7_L_9CR_WCM&WCM_GLOBAL_CONTEXT=http://apps.oxfordshire.gov.uk/wps/wcm/connect/Internet/Press+releases/Press+Releases+archive/2009/November/PR+-+Council+helps+young+people+to+stay+safe+in+cyberspace
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/wps/portal/publicsite/kcxml/04_Sj9SPykssy0xPLMnMz0vM0Y_QjzKL94039HcGSZnFO8WHOepHogtZIoSC9L31fT3yc1P1A_QLckMjyh0dFQGEMERR/delta/base64xml/L0lDU0lKQ1RPN29na21BISEvb0VvUUFBSVFnakZJQUFRaENFSVFqR0VBLzRKRmlDbzBlaDFpY29uUVZHaGQtc0lRIS83X0xfOUNSLzE0?WCM_PORTLET=PC_7_L_9CR_WCM&WCM_GLOBAL_CONTEXT=http://apps.oxfordshire.gov.uk/wps/wcm/connect/Internet/Press+releases/Press+Releases+archive/2009/November/PR+-+Council+helps+young+people+to+stay+safe+in+cyberspace
http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/
mailto:Steve.Howell@oxfordshire.gov.uk


 

                   Tiddington with Albury & Milton Common Newsletter Dec 2009 / Jan 2010    

 

 
 

TIDDINGTON 

POLICE SURGERY 
 

DATE:  Thursday  10
th
 December 2009 

VENUE:  Tiddington Village Hall  

car park 

TIME: 6pm-7pm 

 

 
PCSO Chris Ratcliff will be available to speak to 

members of the community about issues of concern 

including: 

 
Vandalism, Anti Social Behaviour, Bad parking, Fly tipping and 

Neighbourhood disputes etc. 

 

No appointment is necessary. 
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FREE! 
SWAP SHOP 

Saturday 23 January, 9.30 ï 11.00am 
Merry Bells, Wheatley 

Bring useful old stuff you no longer need; 
take away FREE stuff that is useful to you. 

 

If you are bringing stuff it 
needs to be in the hall by 10.00am 

 

You can now bring (small) electrical items! 
 

We have a notice board to advertise items too big to 
carry easily. 

Bringing is not compulsory ï call in and see if there is 
something you want to take. 

 

Recycling: You can also bring used printer cartridges 
(not Epsom please), old mobile phones, plastic milk 
bottle tops, batteries and foil milk bottle tops for us to 

recycle. 
 

Refreshments available (small charge) 
 

Run by Wheatley Community Action Group 
www.wheatleycag.org 

 
Reuse, recycle and keep stuff out of landfill! 

 

 
 

 

 

Milton Common NHW 

(West Side) and  

Sandy Lane  
Residents warned over refund scam  

Residents are being urged to be on their guard 

against bogus officials offering to give council 

refunds, relating to council tax, business rates 

or benefits.  

People are being called and told they qualify 

for a refund and then asked for their bank 

account details so the payment can be made. 

They are also informed an "admin" fee will be 

charged. 

Similar types of attempted fraud have been 

report ed across the country. These can range 

from phone calls to emails.  

South Oxfordshire and the Vale of White 

Horse District Councils are both warning 

residents to be on their guard against these 

scams. Neither Council would phone or email to 

request details of bank accounts to refund 

overpayments. Neither would it charge for 

such a service. Anyone due a refund would 

receive a bill detailing exactly how much they 

are owed. 

South Oxfordshire District Councillor Jane 

Murphy, Cabinet Member for community safety 

said "We advise people to be on their guard 

against these fraudsters. The key message is 

keep your bank and credit card details safe 

and never give out your PIN number. If you are 

entitled to a refund, the council will send you a 

letter showing how much you  are owed and 

arrange a method of refunding you. If the 

situation is suspicious, please report it to the 

police on 0845 8 505 505."  

I know every year I say the same thing but 

remember when putting up the Christmas t ree, 

try not to place it in front of pati o windows as 

this can be too tempting for our would -be 

burglar  with presents laid underneath the tree.  

If you are going to be away over Christmas for 

long periods please let me know. Once again 

during the f estive season Dog Watch is going 

to be in Operatio n. 

If pets need to be looked after during holidays 

and your direct neighbours are away ð please 

give me a call. 

Last but not least enjoy the festive season . 

Keep Safe and a Happy New Year to you all.  

 

Elaine Horne 

NHW Co-ordinator M/C and Sandy Lane  

01844 279520  

 

 

 
0845 8 505 505  

The single number for non - emergency calls  

http://www.wheatleycag.org/
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TIDDINGTON 

POLICE SURGERY 
 

DATE:  Thursday  11
th
 February 2010 

VENUE:  Tiddington Village Hall 

car park 

TIME: 6pm-7pm 
 

 
PCSO Ken Cooney will be available to speak to 

members of the community about issues of concern 

including: 
 

Vandalism, Anti Social Behaviour, Bad parking, Fly tipping and 

Neighbourhood disputes etc. 

 

No appointment is necessary 
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Wheatley & Chalgrove  

Neighbourhood Action Group  
 

Community Consultation Volunteers  

Early  in 2010 the local Neighbourhood Action 

Group will require further consultation with 

local residents to set the local priorities for 

the NAG to deal with later in the year. This is 

your chance to help decide what problems or 

issues the police and other org anisations such 

as SODC etc deal with in 2010  in your area. 

Being a volunteer will entail asking friends, 

neighbours and work colleagues who live in the 

Wheatley/ Chalgrove Neighbourhood Area to 

complete simple questionnaires highlighting any 

issues or pro blems they want the NAG to deal 

with.  

If anyone would like to volunteer to assist us 

with local consultation or would like further 

information then please contact PCSO Ken 

Cooney on 0845 8 505 505  

 

 

From the Vicar  
 

This monthõs letter has been written by James 

Watson. I look forward to seeing you over the 

Christmas season. I always look forward to the 

Christmas Eve service at Albury . For me it 

marks the very beginning of Christmas, it is a 

lovely service and suitable for all ages . We plan 

to include childre n at the blessing of the crib.  

So please join us over Christmas if you possibly 

can. 

With best wishes for Christmas and the New 

Year. 

 

Caroline 

 

James Watson, the Team Rector writes..,  

 

At a recent Team Meeting, we were musing 

about Christmas Day being on  a Friday this 

year , which means that Sunday is only a couple 

of days away. We were wondering what sort of 

services we should put on and how many people 

would attend them. After the celebration of 

Christmas Day, the Sunday after might well 

feel like an ant i-climax, a low point after a 

high. 

 

A friend of ours is a follower of Reading FC, 

and he attends matches wherever his team is 

playing, home or away. He often says that being 

a committed supporter means following his 

team through the rough patches as well as 

during the good times. In fact he would say 

that those who only attend the big home 

matches do not get as much out of being a 

supporter as those who attend the away 

matches which often involve travelling a great 

distance in poor weather only to stand ou tside 

in the rain to watch their team lose miserably.  

 

Doubtless at Christmas we shall see our 

churches filled to the door. They will look 

atmospheric with twinkling candles and 

seasonal decorations. But the two days later, 

there will be far fewer people i n church and it 

might well feel like an anticlimax. But being a 

Christian is not about attending church only at 

the high points in the Churchõs year, it is about 

being there at the low points too. Indeed being 

a faithful Christian will involve accepting th at 

there will be high and low points as we journey 

in our faith . 

 

On Sunday, 27 December , we shall celebrate 

the feast of John the Evangelist and he is a 

good example of someone who experienced the 

highs and lows of discipleship. We are told that 

he enjoye d a special relationship with Jesus 

and is described as the disciple òwhom Jesus 

lovedó. At the Last Supper he enjoyed a place 

of privilege by being next to Jesus on that 

occasion. This must have represented a 

spiritual high for him, but this was followed by 

the low point of being the disciple who, at the 

foot of the cross, witnessed the death of his 

Lord. But then this was followed by another 

high point of being the first to the tomb on 
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Monday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Moreééé. 

 Baby Café  
Drop in fo r a 
coffee & chat  

 Stay & Play  
 

Baby 
Massage  

 
 11.00 - 1.00   9.30 - 11.30  11.00 - 12.00  

 

 Wheatley  
Nursery School  

Littleworth 
Road  

 

 
 

Great Milton  
Neighbours 

Hall  
 

Venue to be 
confirmed  

 
Booking 
essential  

5 week course 
Tuesdays  

Buggy Walk  Stay & Play  
 

Play Bus  
& Toy 

Library  

 Community  
Outreach  

1.00 - 2.00  
 

12.30 - 2.30  1.30 - 3.00   1.30 - 3.30 
Wednesday  

Wheatley  
Young Peoples 

Centre  
Littleworth 

Road  
Wheatley  

*Meet outside  
 
 
 

Under Oneõs 
Bumps to 

Babies  
 

2.00 ð 3.30  

 
Young Peoples 

Centre  
Littleworth 

Road 
Wheatley  

* Supported by  
Gerry Joul (Health 

Visitor)  

Wheatley  
Young Peoples 

Centre  
Littleworth 

Road  
 
 
 
 

Stay & Play  
 

1.30 ð 3.30  

 
Morland House  

Wheatley  

Tiddington 
Village Hall  

7th Jan  
21st Jan  
4th Feb 

25 th Feb 
11 th March  
25 th March  

 
Garsington  

Sports & 
Social Club  

14 th Jan  
28 th Jan  
11 th Feb 

4th March  
18 th March  

 
Great Milton 

Primary 
School  
18 th Feb 

(Half Term)  

 Health Visitor 
Clinic  

Morland House  
Wheatley  
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Easter Day (in Johnõs Gospel) and the first to 

recognise Jesus by the Sea of Tiberias.  

We can see this pattern of highs and lows not 

only in people such as John but in the life of 

Jesus himself. The birth at Bethlehem is often 

portrayed as the perfect birth but danger soon 

lurked. Herod was out to kill the infant Jesus 

so the family fled to Egyp t, a low point even if 

he was too young to be aware of it. When 

Herod died, the family was able to return 

home, a high point, but even that was not safe 

for them so they had to take refuge by going 

to live far away from Jerusalem in Nazareth, a 

low point.  

 

All through Jesusõ life, there were ups and 

downs, successes and failures. Crowds were 

drawn to him by his teaching and healing but 

some, like the Pharisees, hardened their hearts 

and turned away from him. Then there was the 

high point of Jesusõ entry into Jerusalem when 

the crowds welcomed him as their king but 

within a week they had turned against him and 

he was put to death.  

 

This series of highs and lows was ended by the 

event of Christõs resurrection on Easter Day 

when he turned on its head the greate st 

reversal there can be, namely death. Just as 

Christ conquered in the final battle, so 

Christians will enjoy the same kind of triumph 

at the end of their Christian pilgrimage. But in 

the meantime, we need to pick up our cross and 

follow Jesus, enduring t he ups and downs until 

we finally reach the time of our own 

resurrection.  

So whether the New Year brings with it 

spiritual highs or lows, I pray that we all may 

continue to follow Jesus faithfully.  

 

With every best wish for Christmas and the 

New Year. 

James 

Rev. James Watson, Team Rector  

Church Services  St Helenõs Church, Albury 

6 December  9.30am Morning Prayer with John Nowell -Smith  

13 December  9.30am Holy Communion with Caroline King 

20 December  9.30am Morning Prayer with Caroline King 

Christmas Eve  6.00pm Carols, Communion and Blessing of the Crib with Caroline King  

27 Dec ember  11.00am Cluster Service at Holton with Caroline King  

3 January  9.30am Morning Prayer  

10 January  9.30am Holy Communion 

17 January  9.30am Morning Prayer  

24 January  9.30am Holy Communion 

 
 

 

Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year  

from all at the Maple Tree Childrenõs 

Centre  
Hello from the team at the Maple Tree 

Childrenõs Centre and we hope you are all 

looking forward to the festive fun.  

We have had a fantastic year here wi th lots of 

fun activities running each day in and around 

the local community. We hope you have 

managed to join us at some of our groups, but 

if not we have lots more planned for 2010. Our 

New Year activities programme runs from 4 

January until 19 February and below is a taste 

of what we have planned:  

 

Monday 

1:00 ð 2:00pm Buggy Walk  

This has been a very popular activity and the 

mums/bumps and babies have kept up the 

walking with Nicole and Heidi on a Monday 
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afternoon at 1pm, meeting outside the Young 

Peoples Youth Centre, Wheatley.  

2:00 ð 3:30pm Bumps & Babies  

Whether you have a new baby or just a bump, 

you can drop into the Young Peoples Youth 

Centre, Wheatley anytime from 2.00 - 3.30pm 

every Monday afternoon for a great range of 

under-ones activities with Nicole.  

 

Tuesday 

11:00 ð 12:00noon Baby Massage  

This is a free  5 week course that can be pre -

booked by calling Heidi on 07545440969 to 

book your place.  

 

Wednesday  

11:00 ð 1:00pm Baby Café  

Join Julie for a cuppa and a chat with other 

new mums at the mobile drop in bus that visits 

Wheatley Nursery every Wednesday between 

11.00 and 1.00pm.  Julie also offers one -to -one 

breastfeeding support, help and information.  

12:30 ð 2:30pm Stay and Play  

We offer a great range of play activities at 

these sessions including  imaginative play, 

outdoor play, messy play, music and more! Come 

and join us on Wednesday afternoon s from 

12.30pm at Wheatley Youth Centre and Fridays 

9.30am at Great Milton Neighbours Hall.  And 

an extra Stay & Play will be held at Morland 

House, Wheatle y from 1.30 - 3.30pm from 11 

November!  

 

Thursday  

1:30 ð 3:00pm The Play Bus & Toy Library  

The Play Bus will be out and about in the local 

community so please request a timetable from 

Sarah Lowman for details of where we will be -  

07988149041.  

 

Friday  

9:30  ð 11:30am Stay and Play  

Pop in to the Neighbours Hall, Great Milton 

where Nicole will have lots of things to do.  

 

Childrenõs Centres are a one stop shop for all young 

children, their parents, grandparents, childminders and 

other carers.  As well as runnin g free  and low cost play 

events for families, we also provide a range of 

information and advice about local childrenõs services, 

including health and education and outreach home 

support. Please contact Sarah Lowman for a timetable or 

further information on  07988159041 or email 

sarah.lowman@oxfordshire.gov.uk  
 

 

 
 
 

 

Waterstock & Tiddington W.I.  
 

Our 85 th  anniversary meeting in October was a 

joyous celebration with Betty Page performing 

for us in great s tyle. Her skit on a WI 

committee meeting using some names of 

current members of our own Institute was 

hilarious.  

The audience numbers attending the November 

meeting were boosted as we welcome d Little 

Milton WI members to a joint meeting. 

Anthony Church ent ertained us with talk of his 

experiences as a professional town crier to 

several towns including Thame, Banbury and 

Chipping Norton  and of his charity work. He 

brought along a selection from his vast 

handbell collection, including a couple with a 

long hist ory.  

The entertainment at the Group Meeting at 

Sydenham included play extracts very ably 

acted by Gill Yeomans and Fenella DõAddio as 

mother and daughter. The competition of the 

evening was won by Thame WI.  

On 10 December, John Cornwall will òLook 

northó, illustrating mountains, sea, castles and 

wildlife. We shall also celebrate the 

approaching Christmas, exchanging presents 

and drinking a toast. Please bring a wrapped 

present (value approx. £3.00) and a glass. The 

committee will provide seasonal refreshmen ts.  

On 14 January we have a musical evening with 

Joyce Wooster.  

mailto:sarah.lowman@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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This year all members have a chance to vote 

for the resolution they would like to see go 

forward to the National AGM in June. There is 

a choice of six subjects and the voting form 

can be found  on page 9 of the 

November/December edition of WI Life. 

Please complete the form to register your vote 

and bring it to the December or January 

monthly meeting, so that all can be forwarded 

to the County Office together.  

Finally a date for your diaries ð we have booked 

13 February 2010 for another quiz evening. 

More details in the next Newsletter.  

We look forward to seeing you on the second 

Thursday of the month in Tiddington Village 

Hall at 7.30pm.  

Meanwhile, a very happy Christmas and a 

peaceful New Year t o everyone. 

Zena Knight  

Tel: 339340  

 

 

Tiddington Village Hall  
 

Last month we held a maintenance day at the 

Hall, which was a great success. Many people 

came along and gave up their free time to clean 

windows, repair curtain tracks, sort out the 

kitchen, cl ear out the loft and more. On behalf 

of the Committee, I would like to thank each 

and every one of you who came and supported 

us. 

On Saturday, 5 December we will be holding 

the annual dinner and dance and we have been 

overwhelmed by your support, so we hav e had 

to stop taking bookings, as we are full to 

capacity! Thank you ag ain for your support.  

Once again we will be hosting the ever popular 

Christmas Bingo (see page 14) which will take 

place on Tuesday, 15 December. All donations 

of suitable prizes are ve ry welcome and a 

Committee member should call sometime during 

the previous week to collect. If for any reason 

you donõt get a visit then please call me on 

339430 or 278534 and I will drop round.  

At our November AGM, I was pleased to 

welcome a new Committee  member, Debbie 

Chaplin, who has recently moved to the village. 

She is very much looking forward to getting 

more involved in various village events.  

A date for your 2010 diary ð back by popular 

demand is The Daniel Smith Blues Band , live 

in the Hall on Sat urday, 6 February  (see page 

16). Tickets are £10.00 and will be available 

shortly. To book yours please email me 

Stratton@gmx.com  or call me on 278534.  

On a slightly separate note, I have been asked 

by the Parish Co uncil to look at developing the 

play facilities in the village. There are various 

funding opportunities available and we should 

try amd make use of them. To do this, I need 

to know what our youngsters would really like, 

so please encourage them to email me  their 

ideas. Perhaps it might be a multi -sport hard 

surface fenced play area, a BMX track, 

training circuit, etc. Iõm also not just thinking 

children, maybe the adults might like a tennis 

court? Please let me know so that I can take 

their ideas back to th e Council in the New 

Year. 

And finally, may I take this opportunity o n 

behalf of the Village Hall Committee to thank 

you for your support in 2009 and to wish you all 

a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous New 

Year. 

Alan Stratton, Chairman  

Tiddington Villa ge Hall Committee  

01844 339430/278534  
 

  

The winter season continues, although there is 

no let up in our many activities. Our recent 

cricket presentation evening was well attended 

by many players and guests and full details of 

award winners are on our webs ite. More 

recently, our Aunt Sally B team were bringing 

mailto:Stratton@gmx.com
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home silverware, the Bernard Putt trophy. 

Congratulations to Ray, Graham, Pete, Les 

Stand, Graham Allen and Austin.  

100 Club winners are October: £25 ð Roger 

White, £20 ð Audrey Evans, £15 ð Janet  

Willis. November: £25 ð Margaret Jackson, 

£20 ð Adrian Purnell, £15 ð Paul Isaacs.   New 

members always welcome. 

We have entered a senior indoor cricket league 

and our first match will be on 1 December. 

Other sports that continue are ladies and 

menõs darts, cribbage and soon the winter quiz 

league. We are unique among local cricket 

clubs, in that we continue to flourish during the 

winter months and thank everyone for their 

support.  

We continue to raise funds to repay our loans, 

generously given, that helpe d fund our pavilion, 

whilst endeavouring to keep the general running 

of the club going. This has been on track to 

date, but at a recent committee meeting we 

had a major decision to make. Our roadway 

entrance has become, over time, considerably 

more dangerous. It was felt that it was a 

priority to repair/renew this, even though we 

did not have immediate funds. With much 

juggling, hopefully by the time you receive this, 

a new roadway should be completed , enabling 

members to visit without the fear of a broken 

ankle. Other plans made at the meeting were : 

replacement of part of the perimeter fence, 

removal of the old garage, relocation of the 

Aunt Sally throw and erection of storage shed 

for our youth equipment, all to be completed 

before the start of the new sea son. 

Date for the diary is a Race Night on Saturday , 

27 March.  We would like to hear from anyone 

that would be interested in sponsoring a race 

and further details will appear in the next 

Newsletter.  

New members are always welcome, and if you 

feel like bei ng more involved there are always 

opportunities during the summer for umpires 

and scorers at senior and junior levels.  

Our bar continues to offer 2 real ales, which 

change regularly, and our new Guinness 

dispenser is proving very popular. We look 

forward t o welcoming you. 

The Club will be open on Christmas lunchtime, 

Boxing Day evening, also on New Yearõs Eve, 

when there will be music and dancing. All 

members are welcome and look forward to 

seeing you over the festive season.  

 

Lesley Pykett  

07762 572558  

 

Thame Library  
 

The new library in Thame is expected to be 

open by summer 2010 following a 40 -week 

building programme costing £1.7m. The 

Southern Road library will be operational until 

about a week before the new one opens to the 

public. 

Facilities will inclu de a dedicated space for 

teenagers, a self -service touch screen system , 

a childrenõs area featuring a reading hideaway, 

Wi -Fi access and a book shop-style quick 

choice area designed for those in a hurry.  

 

 
Wheatley Library  

Monday Closed 

Tuesday  2.00pm ð 7.00pm 

Wednesday  9.30am ð 1.00pm    

  2.00pm ð 5.00pm 

Thursday  2.00pm ð 5.00pm 

Friday   9.30am ð 1.00pm 

2.00pm ð 6.00pm 

Saturday  9.30am ð 1.00pm 

The Merry Bells, High Street, Wheatley  

Tel: 01865 875267  

Email: wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

 

 

Wheatley Library  
 

A sad piece of news for us is that Linda Price is 

leaving us and taking early retirement at the 

end of December. We shall miss her very much 

as she has been a wonderful colleague and is 

mailto:wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk
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