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# From the Editor  
 

I hope you do not suffer too much if or when 

the flu arrives on your doorstep. I have 

included some relevant phone numbers on the 

information pages  (correct at time of going to 

press). Meanwhile enjoy the events being 

planned including t he Strawberry Fayre (see 

page 15), the Horticultural Show (page  16) and 

the Fete (page  8). 

Zena Knight  

 

Thank you  
 

I would like to thank everyone for all the kind 

messages, cards, flowers and gifts that I 

received before and after my operation in May. 

Also for the numerous visits and support 

throughout. I have been overwhelmed by the 

kindness and generosity that I have 

experienced and cannot express just how much 

it is appreciated. I am truly lucky to have such 

a caring family and friends.  

 

Because I was shocked to discover that 1 in 9 

women fall victim to this disease, it was a wish 

of mine to raise funds for Breast Cancer Care. 

Again I have received tremendous support in 

making this possible and on 8 August, 2009 we 

will be holding a Strawberry Fayre in 

Tiddington Village Hall. By now you should have 

received notification of this event and it is also 

detailed in this magazine (page  15). I do hope 

you will be able to support us and we look 

forward to seeing you there.  

Josie Adams  

 

 
Sponsor sheets available from  

Anne Edwards 
Tel: 01844 339794 
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From the Parish Clerk  
 

Drainage works in Tiddington - the  works 

currently in progress  should help to ease the 

problem of surface water ponding near the 

junction of the A418 and Ickf ord Road (leading 

to Draycot). This is by virtue of the fact that 

less water will be entering the lower part of 

the existing surface water drain along that 

side of the A418 and hence freeing up more up 

stream capacity for surface water coming down 

from the  direction of the garage and pub.  

 

The issue of surface water along Sandy Lane is 

one that is being dealt with by Tim Wilde at 

the Southern Area Office of Oxford shire  

Highways and we are continuing our urgent 

correspondence with him. He recently emailed 

with the following update:  

óSome work was carried out in Sandy Lane at 
the end of last financial year.   Problems with 
the system were found in the vicinity of 
Walters Farm and more investigation work (and 
remedial action) is planned for the near future.  
In t he meantime local adjacent landowners will 
need to be appro ached to maintain/re -
establish roadside ditches between the farm 
and the "railway" embankment. Any help you 
can provide in this matter would be gratefully 
received.   
A recent inspection of Draycot Corner failed 
to identify any significant drainage problems.  
Perhaps a site meeting would be beneficial?ó 
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  Rosewood, Ickford Road, Tiddington  

Lets hope that the work will resolve the 

flooding problems on the A418 and also ease 

the distressing problems elsewhere in the 

village. 
 

Traffic vibration on the A418  -  Malcolm 

Bowler from Highways was to let me k now the 

possible costings for the work, which will 

possibly determine whether the proposed 

works can be undertaken, but I have not heard 

from him and consequently have made contact 

with him by email to see if there is any 

progress.  

I am told by a resident affected by the 

vibration that, at the same time as the work on 

the drainage system, Highways propose to take 

away the existing drains and replace them with 

kerb stones with drainage holes in the front.   

This will enable the water to go straight into 

the n ew drainage system.   So no drains on the 

road for the traffic to bounce on causing the 

vibration.   Fingers crossed this will work with 

the vibration and the water!  

There was some talk of 30 mph roundels being 

painted on the roads, and of removal of the 

hat ching lines which push traffic nearer to the 

houses, but this doesnõt appear to be on the 

work schedule.  

 

Ken Poyser 

 Parish Clerk  

 

 

Freedom of Information Act  

Publication Scheme  
Residents of the Parish can see the records of 

the Council held by the Pari sh Clerk or learn 

where they may be accessed. Records include 

minutes, financial information and responses to 

planning consultations.  

Application can be made to the Clerk  

 (Tel: 339216) and documents viewed by 

appointment.  

Any copies required will be char ged at 10p per 

page. 

 



  

From your Chairman  
 

I am sorry to have to report that, after 3 or 4 

years of calm there has been an incident in the 

village involving physical violence. This has been 

reported to the police and action has been 

taken, including a possi ble prosecution. Several 

letters have been sent to the Clerk, 

complaining about the perpetrator, requesting 

that he be evicted. This is not within the 

powers of the Parish Council, but we can put 

pressure on the landlord and the greater the 

number of compl aints, the more influence this 

will have. Anyone who has any reason to 

complain but has not yet done so should write 

to the Clerk.  

Those responsible for the allocation of the new 

affordable housing will be informed.  

 

John Nowell -Smith  

339650  

 

August Bank H oliday  

Food and Rubbish Collection  
Collections will be on the Tuesday following the 

Bank Holiday 

 

 

From your District Councillor  
 

The main news has been the progress of the 

new waste collection service. It is still far 

from perfect but there has been a sig nificant 

improvement. Also, calls to the helpline are 

taking less time to get through. Despite the 

frustration, keep complaining  as your complaint 

will be recorded and it is likely action will be 

taken.  

Matters of flooding and drainage are being 

addressed and, hopefully, after the inevitable 

traffic disruption, most of the problems will be 

alleviated.  

John Nowell -Smith  

339650  

 
Monthly Farmers ô Market s 

Great Haseley Village Hall ï 2nd  Sunday  
Tetsworth Village Hall  ï 3 rd  Saturday  

 

 

 

From your County Councillo r  
 

Report Road Problems On Line  -  you can now 

report any problem with a local road (e.g., 

Potholes), path or pavement on line at 

www.oxfordshirehighways.org/reporting   

Alternatively call the Oxfo rdshire County 

Council Highways Department on 0845 3101111 

or email  southernarea@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

Please advise me if you do not see any action 

within a reasonable period of time.  

 

Review of Highway  Speed Limits  -  a review of 

speed limits is currently taking place 

throughout Oxfordshire. There is a proposal to 

limit the speed on the A418 from Thame to the 

Wheatley turn off past the M40 roundabout at 

junction 8 to 50 MPH whilst keeping the 30 

MPH limit as it is in Tiddington.  Another 

proposal at Milton Common is to change the 

existing speed limit on the A329 over the 

motorway bridge from 30 MPH to 40 MPH. In 

addition at Milton Common to change the 

existing 30 MPH limit to 40 MPH on London 

Road from th e A329 to the end of the current 

restriction on the west side of the A329. I 

would be very grateful to receive your 

comments on these proposals, which if adopted 

will go to a full public consultation in 

September prior to final decisions.  

 

Music Service sc oops two prestigious gongs  - 

Oxfordshire County Council's Music Service 

won two gongs at a prestigious national festival 

giving a band director the perfect retirement 

send off after 39 years in post. The County 

Youth Big Band walked away from the National 

Music for Youth Festival finals held in 

Birmingham last week with a special festival 

http://www.oxfordshirehighways.org/reporting
mailto:southernarea@oxfordshire.gov.uk


 

 

award, marking the end of band director Pete 

Jeeves' association with the Music Service. 

The band scooped the accolade after 

performing their 20 -minute programme without 

a note of music before them, having learnt it 

off by heart. The Central Music School 

Symphony Orchestra also won a special festival 

award for their enthusiastic playing of 

Mussorgsky's A Night on a Bare Mountain.  

 

Museum gives a taste of Victorian life  - an 

historical period which saw the first lavatory 

being flushed and the birth of the London 

Underground is the subject of a family -

friendly exhibition at the Oxfordshire Museum 

in Woodstock. Visitors can discover what life 

was like from a child's perspective  during the 

reign of Britain's longest -serving monarch at 

the free Victorian Life exhibition at the 

County Council-run museum from Saturday, 25 

July to Sunday, 6 September. The show 

includes the parasol and fan which belonged to 

Alice Liddell, the girl who  inspired Lewis 

Carroll's Alice's Adventures in Wonderland. He 

told her a tale of a girl called Alice who fell 

down a rabbit hole after she had asked him to 

entertain her during a rowing trip on The Isis 

River in Oxford in 1862.  

 

Please feel free to contac t me about County 

Council issues that concern you.  

 

My contact details are as follows:  

 

Address:  David Turner, 50 Hardings, 

Chalgrove, Oxford, OX44 7TJ.  

 

Home Telephone: 01865 891169  

Email:  david.turner@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

 

David Turner ( 20 July  200 9) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Milton Common NHW 

(West Side) and  

Sandy Lane  
Over the last couple of 

months distraction burglaries have been 

prominent targeting the elderly. Please look out 

for your elderly  friends and neighbours.  

The Home Office has introduced a new Self -

assessment tool to help people check their 

home security. An online questionnaire "How 

Safe is Your Home" is available and takes 

approx imately  3 minutes to complete. If you 

haven't already completed this questionnaire, 

please visit: 

www.homeoffice.gov.uk/secureyourhome/questi

onnaire/form.php  

 

There is also a FREE advice pack available from 

the Home Office which contains burglary 

leaflets, discount vouchers on home security 

products from some lea ding DIY stores and 

details of the Policing Pledge. This pack 

contains a copy of the Home Security Self 

Assessment questionnaire, for those of you 

who are unable to carry it out online.  Only one 

pack will be issued per person, so each NHW 

member will have to order their own pack.  

Call the Home Office Publications Department 

FREE on 0800 456 1213. 

 

Thames Valley Police's fourth annual Open Day 

will be held at the Force Training Centre, 

Sulhamstead, near Reading, on Saturday 8 

August, from 10:00AM to 4:00PM. Full details 

of the event can be found on the website 

www.thamesvalley.police.uk 

 

During the Summer School Holidays Dog Watch 

is going to be in Operation. If pets need to be 

looked after during holidays and your  dir ect 

neighbours are away ð please give me a call. 

Elaine Horne  

NHW Co-ordinator M/C and Sandy Lane  

01844 279520  

../Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/K9ANCLM3/www.homeoffice.gov.uk/secureyourhome/questionnaire/form.php
../Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/K9ANCLM3/www.homeoffice.gov.uk/secureyourhome/questionnaire/form.php
../Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.IE5/K9ANCLM3/www.thamesvalley.police.uk


  

 
0845 8 505 505  

The single number for non - emergency calls  

 

 

Wheatley and Chalgrove Area 

Neighbourhood Action Group  
 

Who are we?  

The NAG consist s of representatives from the 

police, parish, district and county councils, 

schools, licensees, youth representatives, 

housing associations, the fire service and 

residents from across the area.  

 

What did you tell us was your top priority?  

Over 700 resident s across the NAG area were 

asked recently what their issues were. While 

many residents of the Wheatley area felt 

there were no major safety concerns, a number 

of residents highlighted speeding as a potential 

problem. Rubbish and litter and parking issues 

were also highlighted. The NAG will be 

deploying the SID at speeding hotspots to 

remind drivers of the speed limit. They are 

also running a poster competition with the 

children at Wheatley primary school. With the 

success of their recent bus shelter make ov er, 

Chalgrove residents are enjoying a reduction in 

anti -social behaviour and are looking to tackle 

their next priority, also speeding. Parking 

issues and rubbish will also be dealt with 

across the neighbourhood although again many 

residents had no major c oncerns.  

 

The NAG can only focus on the top three 

issues in each neighbourhood . However many 

villages highlighted other concerns such as lack 

of police visibility, robbery and burglary. This 

information will be passed on  to the relevant 

agency and will be dealt with outside the NAG.  
 

Would you like to be involved in making your 

community a safer and more pleasant place to 

live in? The Wheatley and Chalgrove Area  NAG 

is currently recruiting more members and 

would be happy to hear from residents, 

especially from the smaller surrounding 

villages. Please get in touch by contacting PCSO 

Ken Cooney on  

Email: ken.cooney@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 

or Tel: 0845 8 505 505.  

We are particularly looking for people who have 

some experience of working with young people 

and/or have communication or problem solving 

skills. However, a òcan doó attitude and an open 

mind are the most important skills you could 

bring to the group.  

PCSO Ken Cooney 

0845 8 505 505  

 

 

From the Vicar  
 

This month õs magazine letter has been written 

by The Revd Emma Pennington. Emma is Team 

Vicar of Cuddesdon, Garsington and Horspath.  

 

Dear Friends,  

 

We are entering that time of year when we 

dust off the old suitcase and wonder whether 

the Len ten fast will have made any difference 

to the cellulite. You know when you have 

entered the òsilly seasonó because the 

conversation opener has changed fr om òHow 

was your Christmasó to òWhere are you going 

on holiday?ó  But I wonder whether for some 

this qu estion will be received with a mixture of 

dr ead and sadness as circumstances have 

dictated that there cannot be the usual 

enthused reply of Florida or France. Let us 

tread as lightly and as gently as we can on each 

otherõs souls. 

 

Of course the idea of the  holiday or holy day 

comes from that most contentious part of the 

Bible, the act of creation. In Genesis, the 

seventh day is blessed, not because itõs the day 

mailto:ken.cooney@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk


 

 

you are supposed to go to church, but because 

it was the day on which God rested from his 

work, when he stopped and enjoyed all that he 

had done. It was the day on which he no longer 

did things but purely delighted in them. Our 

traditional rest day has altered over the last 

few years.  No longer is Sunday the day to 

relax and just enjoy being alive, i t has become 

another doing day. Instead it is the holiday 

that has become holy, whether it be to explore 

the world, laze round a pool or just have fun 

with the children. It may be that in these days 

even that must be compromised but there was 

a reason why God blessed it and made it holy, 

because we are all too prone to fill it with 

other things or transform it into òmeó time or 

squeeze it out altogether. It needs to be kept 

special and apart, given the status of holy in 

order for us to take it seriously , fo r it is all 

too easy in the midst of life to forget to live.  

Jesus said òI came to bring life in all its 

fullnessó. This does not necessarily mean a 

cruise down the Nile or a trip to Disneyland but 

it does mean cherishing your life and enjoying 

what you h ave been given, however small or 

large that may seem.  

So whether you are going away or staying at 

home, may you be blessed this summer with a 

truly holy time.  

Emma Pennington 

   

From the Registers  
 

Holy Baptism  

 

21 June Callan Griffin  

  Jack Rothery  

28 June Ebony and Theo Jones 

 

òWelcome to the Lordõs familyó 

 

Wedding  

 

4 July  Andrew Armstrong and Sarah 

Woodlands 

 

òMay the Lord bless their union ó 
 

 

 

 

Church Services  St Helenõs Church, Albury 

2 August  9.30am Morning Prayer with Caroline King  

9 August  9.30am Holy Communion with Caroline King 

16 August  9.30am Morning Prayer with John Nowell -Smith  

23 August  9.30am Holy Communion with Toddy Hoare  

30 August (5 th  Sunday) 10.00am Cluster Service at Holton  

6 September  9.30am Morning Prayer with Caroline King  

13 September  9.30am Holy Communion 

20 September  9.30am Morning Prayer  

27 September  5.00pm Harvest Festival followed by supper in the Village Hall  
 

 

Waterstock & Tiddington W.I.  
 

In June, Wendy Black told us of her bird study 

trip to Papua New Guinea, bu t as well as slides 

of the colourful tropical birds, we also saw 

evidence of the tribal customs of the area.  

 

Our July meeting was well attended for 

Rebecca Hawerõs cookery demonstration, using 

utensils supplied by the Pampered Chef 

Company. The Yorkshire puddings were 

impressive and so easy to make in the 

stoneware pan. 

 



  

 
 



 

 

The scarecrow was duly made for the supper 

evening at Millets Farm and joined 55 others 

which ranged from Winston Churchill and 

Joanna Lumley look-alikes to ladies in ball 

gowns. 
 

The weather stayed fair for the supper, as it 

did for the delicious cream teas provided by 

Sydenham WI and which several members 

attended. We were also invited to Wheatley 

WI in July for their monthly meeting and 

Chalgrove WI will be serving cream teas on 15 

August in John Hampden Hall.  
 

We have no meeting in August but on 10 

September, Bennie Pierce will entertain with 

slides, poetry and prose in her talk entitled 

òTalking picturesó. The competition is a kitchen 

item beginning with the letter D and there will  

be a sales table.  
 

Sue Cox is collecting plastic screw tops from 

milk bottles for the hospital and the WI is 

collecting Yorkshire tea tokens for a tree 

planting scheme in the Amazon Rainforest.  
 

Looking forward to the autumn, Oxford 

Operatic Society will be performing òMy Fair 

Ladyó and the usual coach and ticket package 

will be available on 25 November at a cost of 

£19.00. This is open to non -members, so 

contact me if you are interested.  
 

The WI will be organising the produce stall at 

the Village Fete on 30 August and would 

welcome contributions of cakes, savouries, 

groceries, vegetables and plants from all 

villagers. WI members will be providing 

delicious cakes to serve with tea and there will 

also be cream teas of scones, jam and cream.  
 

We look forward to seeing you on the second 

Thursday of the month from September for 

our regular meetings at 7.30pm in Tiddington 

Village Hall and new members are made very 

welcome. 

Zena Knight  Tel: 339340  

 

Yoga Sessions 

Tiddington Village Hall  

Thursday mornings, 10.30am  
 

All classes are reasonably priced and suitable 

for everyone. They are based on drop -in 

sessions. 

Yvonne Cartwright  

01844 279205  

 

 

Tiddington Village Hall  
 

The Village Hall Fete & Social Evening 2009 

ð Sunday 30 August 2009  

The 2009 Fete sees some new addi tions ; 

firstly a Circus Workshop where the kids can 

come and try out Unicycling, tightrope walking, 

juggling and more. Plus weõve got the Chinnor 

Band playing during the afternoon and a Bou ncy 

castle! Plus of course the usual mix of Aunt 

Sally, Raffles, Da rts, 10 pin bowling, Target 

Golf and Refreshments , including cream teas. 

If the weather  is good (which we all hope it will 

be) an Ice Cream van will be on site for part of 

the afternoon. There will also be some stalls 

featuring costume jewelry, hand -made cards 

and healthy living products.  

We will once again have the Social Evening and 

Presentation of the day õs awards for winners 

of the various competitions. You also have a 

choice this year regard ing food in the evening. 

Please feel free to bring your own p icnic if you 

wish or maybe you would like to take advantage 

of the special offer from The Fox . Lati from 

the Moti Mahal has very kindly put together a 

menu of Popadoms, choice of starters ( Onion 

Bhaj i or Vegetable Samosa)  main courses 

(Chicken Bhoona, Madras or Tikka Massalla) 

with plain or pila u rice , all for just £6.95. Now 

to make this work they do need to know by 5pm 

on the day of the fete if you want to order and 



  

they will then serve it at the Village Hall at 

8pm. To book now, please email me 

stratton@gmx.com  or speak to me on the day.  

We hope the weather will be kind so feel free 

to bring a blanket and enjoy the spacious lawn 

otherwise known as the playing field! The bar 

will be open in the evening offering a f ine 

selection of beers, ciders, wines, spirits and 

soft drinks all at reasonable prices.  

The Fete starts at 2 .00pm and we plan to start 

the evening social event from  about  7.30pm. 

There will be a Books, CD's, Puzzles and Games 

stall as well as the Tombola  and produce stalls. 

As usual we welcome any donations of 'stock' 

for these stalls. The produce stall (run by the 

WI) is looking for plants, cakes, savouries, 

home grown vegetables etc  

If you have anything you would like to donate 

then please contact a Vil lage Hall Committee 

member or call me on 339430/278534 or my 

mobile 07889 851588. We will also try and do a 

door to door visit during the week beginning 

24th August. One request - NO  WHITE 

ELEPHANT / BRIC A BRAC PLEASE 

As I have mentioned so many times bef ore, 

this event is totally reliant on peopleõs help so 

if you can help in any way either on the day or 

perhaps making cakes etc then please let us  

know. Even if it's just to give one of the stall 

holders 15 minutes off to look round the rest 

of the Fete!  

Looking forward to seeing you on the 30th.  

Summer Ball  

I would like to thank those of you who came to 

the Summer Ball on the 18 July. Although 

numbers were a little down on what we would 

have liked everyone had a great time, the food 

was amazing and the band really helped make it 

special.  

At this point it would be worth mentioning that 

the date for the 2009 Christmas Dinner is 

Saturday 6 th  December. More about this in 

Octoberõs newsletter. 

Enjoy the summer!  

Alan Stratton , Chairman 

01844 339430/278534  

 

 

  

 

We are already half way through the season, 

with our 2 nd and 3rd  XI õs sitting comfortably in 

the top half of the table. Our 1 st  XI have had 

mixed results and hope the second half of the 

season is more fruitful.  

 

Our youth programme was well received. We 

were lucky with the weather this year and over 

60 children enjoyed coaching sessions. Our 

junior teams competed very well and we had 

some good results. We have three  new Level 1 

and five  new level 2 coaches. Our 

congratulations to them all.  

 

A good crowd supported the charity event with 

Gary Kirsten. He was in demand with 

autographs from the children, who should have 

some good memories. We were pleased to be 

able to assist in fundraising for such a good 

cause. 

 

We wish the Tug of War teams every success, 

by th e time you read this the winners will be 

known. They have all trained very hard and are 

an enthusiastic bunch. The village should be 

proud of them all.  

 

mailto:stratton@gmx.com


 

 

Our Aunt Sally teams continue to enjoy their 

season; games are played in a great spirit but 

always competitive. Some of our visiting 

cricket teams love to have a go at a sport that 

is new to them.  

 

Looking to the winter season, there will be crib 

teams and darts teams. If you are interested 

in joining any of the teams, please pop in the 

club. 

 

100 Club winners are:  June - £25 ð Ray 

Kiteley,  £20 ð Don Brooks, £15 ð Gerald 

Morrish.  July - £25 ð Sue Smith, £20 ð 

William Maule, £15 ð Rosemary Runnicles.  

Numbers are still available at £15 per year, 

please contact Tracey Smith.  

 

Our autumn opening hours will b e confirmed in 

the next newsletter.  

 

Lesley Pykett  

07762 572558  

 

 

Wheatley Library  
 

Quest Seekers  

This yearõs Reading Challenge for children is 

called Quest Seekers. The theme is all about 

the power of the imagination. It will take young 

readers into a mys terious and wondrous land 

where they can discover the joy of reading and 

nurture a life - long love affair with books.  

 

If you have never taken part in the Summer 

Reading Challenge before , donõt worry. It is 

open to children of all ages and to get involved 

j ust come to the library. The aim of the 

scheme is to read six books during the school 

holidays. When you enrol you will receive a free 

fold -out Quest Seekers poster (to keep track 

of the books you have read) and a membership 

card. There are stickers to rec ord your 

progress through the Quest.  

Treasure Hunt  

There will be a treasure hunt for children aged 

6 to 10 on Tuesday , 18 August at 11.am. Tickets 

from the library. Open to non -members but 

children must have a responsible adult with 

them. Tea and coffee wi ll be available for 

adults who can take books out for themselves 

while they are  t here.  

 

 
Wheatley Library  

Monday Closed 

Tuesday  2.00pm ð 7.00pm 

Wednesday  9.30am ð 1.00pm    

  2.00pm ð 5.00pm 

Thursday  2.00pm ð 5.00pm 

Friday   9.30am ð 1.00pm 

  2.00pm ð 6.00pm 

Saturday  9.30am ð 1.00pm 

The Merry Bells, High Street, Wheatley  

Tel: 01865 875267  

Email: wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk  

 

 

 

 

 
Thame & District Citizens Advice Bureau 

Opening Hours 
Monday, Tuesday, Friday 
  9.30 ï 4.00 Open door 
Wednesday 9.30 ï 1.00 Specialist debt 
    clinic (appointment) 
Thursday 9.30 ï 1.00 Telephone advice 
 

Advice line: 01844 214827 
Appointments line: 01844 217186 

 
A Drop-in session is held at the offices of the 

United Reformed Church, Crown Square, 
Wheatley on Monday mornings 

from 10.00am-1.00pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

mailto:wheatley.library@oxfordshire.gov.uk


  


