TIDDINGTON WITH ALBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Monthly Meeting

Monday 4 November, 2002, 8.00pm – at Tiddington Village Hall

MINUTES

Present:  
Mr J Nowell-Smith (Chairman) Mr K Field, Mr I Malin, Mr G Morrish, Mr A Stratton, Mr W Tremayne, Mr C Neail (District Councillor), Mrs A Purse (County Councillor) and one member of the public. 

1. Apologies

No apologies.

2. Approval of previously circulated minutes

Previously circulated minutes were approved and signed.

3. Matters arising from previous minutes

a. OCC Highway matters – no further movement on outstanding matters. Mrs Purse to have meeting with senior manager soon and Clerk to provide latest details of the problems for that meeting. 

b. Golden Jubilee mugs – 14 still available when all orders have been satisfied. To be mentioned in Newsletter again.    

c. Watch your Speed posters – to be moved to Milton Common and returned to Clerk by 21 November. Mr Field reported that two had been damaged.

d. Tree planting A418 – OCC has approved planting, suggested hawthorn or mountain ash and that there would be room for two trees. Agreed to plant two hawthorns and Mr Stratton to contact Mr Mike Robertson.

e. Tight deadlines to responses – agreed to have planning sub-committee of Mr Field and Mr Malin plus one other Councillor from the area concerned. Letter from SODC Planning requesting ideas for speeding up the decision making process to be answered by Chairman. Agreed that PC would expect sympathetic hearing if unable to respond within time limit as the reason would be important. Agreed that other questionnaires would be passed to Councillors with the subject responsibility.

f. Children’s Playing Field and Village Hall charity matters – agreed that it would be more appropriate for the Chairman of the Parish Council to be Chairman of the Trustees. This will be notified to the Village Hall Committee. Clerk had written to Chairman of the Village Hall Committee detailing requirements needed by the Charity Commission if accounts continue to total over £10,000.

g. Freedom of Information Act 2000 – publication scheme model code – Clerk had received model code and provided Chairman with a copy. Clerk to attend a briefing session on 27 November arranged by OALC, and will report back with any queries at December meeting.

h. Oxfordshire Transport Networks Review – Chairman had attended useful meeting and minutes will be circulated when received.

i. Thame Area Forum – Mr Morrish reported on the meeting at Lewknor which had concentrated on the subjects of care homes for the elderly and car parking charges.

4. Planning matters

a. P02/NO602  14 Brookside Close, Tiddington – proposed two storey terraced house and garage adjoining existing house.

Decision: SODC granted.

b. P02/NO692  “Riverdell” 4 Old London Road, Milton Common – erection of conservatory to the rear of the property.

Decision: no strong views.

c. P02/NO727/LB  Albury Grange, Albury – erection of a single storey sun lounge extension.

Decision: no strong views but concerned about drainage and close proximity to neighbouring property.

d. P02/NO733  Albury Grange, Albury – erection of single storey sun lounge extension.

Decision: no strong views but concerned about drainage and close proximity to neighbouring property.

5. Correspondence

a. SODC Environmental Improvement Schemes – grants available but Mr Stratton advised that the village has no suitable projects.      

b. OCC Strategy for redevelopment of care homes – it is proposed to replace the 45 residential places at Meadowcroft with a new care home in Thame offering 40 nursing places and 20 residential places. It was agreed to respond positively to the consultation.

c. Details had been received of the aspirations for rail transport within Oxfordshire. This will be circulated in the wallet.

d. A letter had been received from the SODC Chairman offering to attend any local events as official representative of the District Council. 

e. South Oxfordshire Countryside Forum on rivers and wetlands will be held on 4 December at 7.00pm at Wallingford Town Hall. No one to attend.

f. Notice had been received of the temporary road closure of Bridge Road and Ickford Bridges on 25 November for trench reinstatement works. 

6. Financial matters

a. Oxfordshire Association of Local Councils membership – further consideration was given following a plea to join to the Chairman from Mr Leeding. Agreed to defer any final decision to the next financial year. 

b. A request for a donation to the South and Vale Carers Centre was rejected.

c. An amount of no more than £500.00 as the Parish Council contribution to a youth shelter was proposed by Mr Morrish, seconded by Mr Tremayne.

d. Payment of £91.00 to J M Richardson for grasscutting October proposed by Mr Stratton, seconded by Mr Field. 

e. Payment of £52.00 to SODC for garden saccks proposed by Mr Morrish, seconded by Mr Tremayne.

f. Payment of £10.00 for petty cash proposed by Mr Morrish, seconded by Mr Stratton.

7. Open discussion

a. Mr Morrish reported that the bus shelter by the recreation ground needed extensive cleaning after Halloween.

b. Mr Stratton mentioned the Heart of England Jazz Band evening on 30 November and asked for feedback on the village website.

c. Mr Nowell-Smith reported on further acts of vandalism in the village and Mr Field mentioned the uprooting of the road sign on the grass island and removal of the no-entry sign. Problems of disturbance and noise from teenagers round the Village Hall while the Parish Council meeting was in progress were noted. It was agreed to ask the Police to attend the December meeting.

Mr Nowell-Smith asked about the difficulties of accessing the path at Honeysuckle House and it was agreed that Chairman should write to Mr Stoker.

Mr Nowell-Smith asked who owned the allotments in the Ickford Road. Mr Field said that they were individually owned.

Mr Nowell-Smith mentioned that there would be Council elections next May and it was agreed to ask in the next Newsletter for residents to consider standing.

d. Mrs Purse reported on the OCC Structure Plan and the difficulties there would be in finding land for the new homes required.

e. Clerk asked for a contribution to the next Newsletter, deadline 20 November, from a Councillor. Mr Morrish agreed to prepare an article and Mr Field would contribute to the following Newsletter, deadline 20 January.

8. Date of next meeting

Monday, 2 December 2002 at 8.00pm. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.10pm. 
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