TIDDINGTON WITH ALBURY PARISH COUNCIL

Monthly Meeting

Monday 2 December, 2002, 8.00pm – at Tiddington Village Hall

MINUTES

Present:  
Mr J Nowell-Smith (Chairman) Mr I Malin, Mr G Morrish, Mr A Stratton and Mrs A Purse (County Councillor) 

1. Apologies

Mr K Field, Mr W Tremayne and Mr C Neail (District Councillor)

2. Approval of previously circulated minutes

Previously circulated minutes were amended, approved and signed.

3. Matters arising from previous minutes

a. OCC Highway matters – Mrs Purse will arrange site meeting with Brian Horton from OCC to discuss signing at the M40 roundabouts and Mr Nowell-Smith, Mr Stratton and Clerk will attend. Mrs Purse reported that the Sandy Lane traffic calming work would follow the Holton scheme scheduled for January 2003. Mr Stratton asked whether the Council could put in a formal request for traffic calming in the Ickford Road. It was agreed to write to Mr Khan. The request for a pedestrian crossing and a second speed camera was being considered by OCC but would need to fall within certain criteria and be agreed with the police. The drainage and road surfacing problems were being considered by Brian Purcell-Smith. Letter had been received from Mr Khan agreeing to replace damaged bollards and erect new ones at the Sandy Lane junction with the A418. This will be at OCC expense. Clerk to inform Miss Scott. 

b. Golden Jubilee mugs – two mugs to be supplied for Toy Theatre event, one for the Christmas Bingo raffle. Mr Nowell-Smith offered to purchase any that remain.    

c. Watch your Speed posters – OCC has collected the posters. There will be no charge for the damaged ones.

d. Tree planting A418 – Mike Robertson has been contacted and will confirm exact planting positions when the trees arrive.

e. Children’s Playing Field and Village Hall charity matters – Clerk to contact Secretary of Village Hall Committee to ask to see any paperwork relating to the charity status. Mr Nowell-Smith offered to study any relevant documents.

f. Freedom of Information Act 2000 – publication scheme model code – Clerk provided a list of core classes and suggested optional classes which would be relevant to this parish council. It was resolved to adopt the list as provided and this would be submitted to the Information Commissioner before 31 December. Further decisions regarding how to make the information available and the costs of any copies provided would be made at the January and February meetings for completion by 28 February. Clerk will also provide drafts of documents required such as standing orders and conditions of employment. The Village Hall Committee to be informed of the need for making its minutes and agendas available if requested.

g. Planning Applications – notification to neighbours – a reply had been received to the request to be given a list of neighbours notified. SODC Planning Department said that it would involve too much extra work. Chairman suggested that details of planning applications be put on notice board as soon as received and this was agreed. 

4. Planning matters

a. P02/NO611  Thelma Cottage, Tiddington – extension to Thelma Cottage and Honeysuckle House to form one dwelling.

Decision: SODC granted, but with no additional windows.

b. P02/NO628  Albury House, Albury – remove existing conservatory and erect a new gable front hardwood conservatory stained green.

Decision: SODC granted

c. P02/NO666/LB  Albury House, Albury – demolition of existing conservatory and erection of new conservatory in the same position and site.

Decision: SODC granted.

d. P02/NO692  “Riverdell” 4 Old London Road, Milton Common – erection of conservatory to the rear of the property.

Decision: SODC granted.

e. P02/NO747  MSA Junction 8A M40, Wheatley – sales building extension, relocation of HGV canopy and repositioning of HGV fuel island.

Decision: no strong views.

5. Correspondence

a. Parish Council membership – a letter from SODC asked to receive any requests for a review of electoral arrangements by 2 December. No changes were thought necessary.      

b. SODC Community Waste Service questionnaire had been received. Mr Morrish to complete.

c. Parish Plan workshops are to be held at Wheatley on 18 January and 1 February. No one able to attend.

6. Financial matters

a. Budget and Precept 2003/04 – Clerk presented a budget which included the proposed contribution to a youth shelter and a percentage increase for ongoing expenses. It was proposed that the Clerk’s hours of work be raised to four per week from April 2003 and this would be ratified at a later meeting. A precept for 2003/04 of £8,600.00 was proposed by Mr Stratton, seconded by Mr Malin.

b. Newsletter advertising rates 2003 – Mr Stratton proposed that the rates be raised from the February/March issue to £5, £7, £10 and £15 with a 20% discount for businesses resident in the village. The offer of 6 issues for the price of 5 to be discontinued. These proposals were seconded by Mr Malin. The Editor had arranged for a coloured cover for the Christmas edition but it was agreed that this would not be a regular occurrence. 

c. Payment of £35.00 to Thame and District Citizens Advice Bureau as a donation proposed by Mr Malin, seconded by Mr Morrish. Mr Nowell-Smith withdrew from discussion of this item. 

d. Payment of £52.88 to MediaLane International for ongoing maintenance of website proposed by Mr Malin, seconded by Mr Morrish.

e. Payment of £195.75 to Parchment (Oxford) Ltd for Newsletters Dec/Jan proposed by Mr Stratton, seconded by Mr Malin.

7. Open discussion

a. Mr Stratton asked that the Clerk e-mail any details of events for the website.

Mr Stratton mentioned the Toy Theatre production on 15 December and the New Year’s Eve Party.

Mr Stratton reported that the costs to the Village Hall of the CCTV installation had been greater than expected, due to a smaller grant than had been hoped for. Mr Stratton asked whether the Parish Council would agree to contribute about £300.00. This would be an item on the agenda for the January meeting. 

b. Mr Malin reported that the flooding in the Ickford Road was getting worse. This would be included in Brian Purcell-Smith’s review of problems.

Mr Malin will check on the state of the overgrown hedge in Brookside Close.

c. Mr Nowell-Smith reported that there had been no response to the Council’s request for attendance of the Wheatley Police Sergeant Ian Brown. All recent acts of vandalism known to the Clerk had been notified to him. 

d. Mrs Purse reported that OCC has reviewed its policy on travellers. They will be accepted if they follow the laws of the land but every effort will be used to evict any who break the law. There is to be a dedicated police officer to assist the OCC liaison officer. OCC has to identify temporary sites by the end of December but they are unlikely to be close to the permanent sites.

8. Date of next meeting

Monday, 6 January 2003 at 8.00pm. 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 10.05pm. 
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